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SWEETWATER PARK             
21 Acres Sweetwater Park (S-2)
2 Acres Connector Park (HP-1)
26 Acres of Sweetwater Buffer (SP-1)
2 Acres of Living Coast Staging (SP-3)
TOTAL 51.5 ACRES

• Required to be mostly passive & natural

• No special events or organized sports

• Adventure playgrounds and challenge 
courses and 

• Major activity would include walking, 
biking, hiking, skating and running

• Educational opportunities for ecology, 
nature and history are suggested

• Need to control access to the shoreline 
and provide a fence to protect natural 
resources in the outer buffers

• Limited paved trails with most surfaces 
needing to look natural

• Provide 216 parking spaces for the park 
as well as 100 spaces for Living CoastN
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RV Campground

Open Park 
21 acres

Connector Park 
2 acres

SWEETWATER PARK • FRAMEWORK GUIDANCE

Buffer 
26 acres

RV Buffer

Seasonal Wetland
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SWEETWATER PARK • FRAMEWORK GUIDANCE
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BRINGING TOGETHER WHAT AT FIRST APPEARS TO BE OPPOSITE GOALS 

• Satisfy Curiosity about Natural Areas + Buffer Sensitive Resources 

• Bay Front Resource Protection + Encourage Interaction with the Environment

• Park Envisioned as Active Hands On Education + Passive Interpretation

• Park Should Support Passive Serenity + Healthy Active Adventures

• Integrate Art and Design for New Look + Embrace the Natural Context of the Bay
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OPPORTUNITIES + CHALLENGES

• The Park has the Potential for Large Crowds + But Needs Protection from Overuse

• Clear and Open Access to Nature + But Limit Access to Sensitive Areas

• Balance Needs of Chula Vista Residents + the Interests of Out of Town Visitors

• Dream Big to Make a Signature Park + But Recognize Constrained Budgets

• Keep the Site Natural + But Change the Current Un-natural Conditions
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A view corridor does exist down “F” Street.
It is partially blocked but does unveil itself as you travel.
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The view corridor continues down the street past City Hall
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It is partially blocked but does unveil itself as you travel.
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To see the surroundings, elevation gain is desired 5’ Eye Height Above the Existing Ground



SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA PUBLIC MEETING #2 • MARCH 20, 2019

10’ Eye Height Above the Existing Ground
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15’ Eye Height Above the Existing Ground
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20’ Eye Height Above the Existing Ground



SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA PUBLIC MEETING #2 • MARCH 20, 2019

5’ Eye Height Above the Existing Ground
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15’ Eye Height Above the Existing Ground
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SWEETWATER PARK • COMMITTED PROJECTS
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PRIMARY PROMENADE DESIGN INITIAL BRIDGE CONCEPT

SWEETWATER PARK • URBAN GREENING PROMENADE
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MARINE GROUP 
BOAT WORKS

PKG

SWEETWATER PARK • MARINE GROUP BOAT WORKS PERIMETER RE-DESIGN
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SWEETWATER PARK • COSTA VISTA RV RESORT



SWEETWATER PARK  •  COMMUNITY PRIORITIES
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SWEETWATER PARK • CONCEPT 1



A focus on life cycles of humans, the planet, south bay and of living things found in the 
area while encouraging healthy lifestyles and appreciation of a healthy environment. 

Stories to be told include:

1) Geologic time, river and the bay morphology that created this location.

2) Seasonal, tidal, solar, lunar and biological time cycles.

3) Human life cycles from birth to death. The infinite loop would symbolize generation 
and regeneration. 

4) Elements arranged to denote different stages of our lives and the sustainment and 
extension of life through exercise.

5) Offers amenities to support movement for both mind, soul and body.

SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA

Concept 1: Healthy Activities / Healthy Environment



Concept 1: Healthy Activities / Healthy Environment



Concept 1: Looking South



Concept 1: Looking East





Concept 1: Infinite Loop- Infant, Toddler, Young Child Amenities



Concept 1: Infinite Loop- Teenager, Young Adult Activities & Amenities



Concept 1: Infinite Loop- Adult Activities & Amenities



Concept 1: Infinite Loop- Sr. Activities & Amenities
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Concept 1: Restroom and Overlook
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Concept 1: Terraces, Meadow and Coastal Dune Play Areas
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Concept 1: Connector Park with Tidal Channel Overlooks



SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA TIDES OF CHANGE INTERPRETIVE OVERLOOK



SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA TIDES OF CHANGE INTERPRETIVE OVERLOOK
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22’ Hard Surface Multi-use Path with Firm Surface Side Trails



12’-18’ Hard Surface Enhanced Walkways and Plazas



12’ Firm Surface DG Walking Trails



6’ Soft Surface Nature Trail
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SWEETWATER PARK • CONCEPT 2



Concept 2: Nature Based Inspiration & Activity

Focus on the edges between habitats known as Eco-tones.  It will highlight existing and 
enhanced amenities to inspire, educate, and motivate (including a volunteer component).

Stories to be told include:

1) Highlight eco-bands that relate first to the required buffers, but extends these zones in a 
natural pattern throughout the park. 

2) Bands would be pronounced and defined by trails that make edges more distinct.  

3) The “tones” would be marked by ecosystem info, typical sounds & character expressed 
through art and interpretation. 

4) All features would be natural in character but human interaction and use would be 
encouraged. Park ecosystems would be managed for sustainment while the outer buffer 
ecosystems would be managed for protection.



Concept 2: Primary Goals

1) Need to transition to natural habitats in the buffer. 

2) Keep “F” street open for views.

3) Create mounding for screening and park definition along buffers. 

4) Need lower elevations for drainage flow and higher elevations for views.

5) Balance cut and fill to avoid the need for import. 

6) Site needs overall higher elevations for views, sea level rise and sewer 
connection gradients.



Concept 2: Overall Concept of Park and Buffers



Concept 2: View Looking South



Concept 2: View Looking East











This concept would 
create a percolation / 
bio-swale basin with 
riparian corridors, 
coastal dunes and 
vegetation that can 
handle periodic 
inundation. Pipe 
discharge of water 
would be allowed since 
the water will be 
cleansed naturally. 



This concept would 
create a percolation / 
bio-swale basin with 
riparian corridors, 
coastal dunes and 
vegetation that can 
handle periodic 
inundation. Pipe 
discharge of water 
would be allowed since 
the water will be 
cleansed naturally. 









Corridor Views



Perimeter Views



Internal Views



Relationship to 
required buffers
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SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA EDUCATIONAL PAVILLION AND SMALL SEATING AREA
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SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA VOLUNTEER CENTER, GREENHOUSE LATH STRUCTURE AND GROWING GROUNDS
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SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA VARIOUS GATHERING AREAS & PLAYGROUNDS
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SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA NATURE INSPIRED PLAYGROUND
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SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA NATIVE GRASSLAND MEADOW AREA
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22’ Hard Surface Multi-use Path with Firm Surface Side Trails



12’-18’ Hard Surface Enhanced Walkways and Plazas



12’ Firm Surface DG Walking Trails



8’ Hard Surface Raised Boardwalk or Small Bridges



6’ Soft Surface Nature Trail



SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA PUBLIC MEETING #2 • MARCH 20, 2019SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA SOFT SURFACE TRAILS



SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA PUBLIC MEETING #2 • MARCH 20, 2019SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA SOFT SURFACE TRAILS WITH TRAIL EDGE CONTROL



SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA ORIENTEERING, SKILLS, GEO-CACHING AND OBSTACLE COURSE
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SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA SPECIAL NATIVE POLLEN AND BUTTERFLY GARDENS
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SWEETWATER PARK  • KTUA ECO-TONE HABITAT MARKERS



24’ Hard Surface Multi-use Path with Side Trails
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SWEETWATER BUFFER • RESTORATION CONCEPTS



Sweetwater Buffer: Primary Goals

1) Wetland development in the buffer requires water input, especially 
saltwater.

2) Need to use adaptive strategies for sea level rise. 

3) Replace access to the sensitive shoreline area with a stormwater natural 
basin, beach like sand dune areas and views of the shoreline.

4) Develop volunteer programs with education docents, growing grounds and 
planting / maintenance “getting your hands dirty” programs perhaps with 
partners like the Living Coast Discovery Center.



Concept 1: Buffer Wetland and Upland Treatments



Concept 2: Buffer Wetland and Upland Treatments
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CHULA VISTA BAYFRONT 
SWEETWATER PARK
SCHEMATIC DESIGN DISCUSSION

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU!



Though you can provide input on 
which of the two options you like 
the best, it is most important for 
us to hear the elements of the 
plan you like the best. 

We will take the input and use it 
to combine the best elements 
into a new option.



Concept 1: Overall Concept



Element 1: Parking



Element 2: Restroom Facilities / Design / Location



Element 3: Paths and Trails



Element 4: Overlooks / Interpretive Opportunities



Element 5: Adventurous Fun



Element 6: Strengths and Skills



Element 7: Meadows and Play Areas



Element 8: Group Social Areas and Picnic Areas



Element 9: Natural Areas



Element 10: Bay Edge Habitat Creation



Concept 2: Overall Diagram for EcoTones



Element 1: Parking



Element 2: Restrooms



Element 3: Paths and Trails



Element 4: Overlooks and Interpretive Opportunities



Element 5: Adventurous Fun



Element 6: Strengths and Skills



Element 7: Meadows and Play Areas



Element 8: Group Social / Picnic Areas



Element 9: Natural Areas



Element 10: Bay Edge Habitat Creation
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CHULA VISTA BAYFRONT • SWEETWATER PARK

Next Steps:
• Summarize survey input from tonight and on-line (until April 3)

• Begin feasibility studies for grading, drainage & utilities

• Prepare additional cost estimates for alignment with budgets

• Merge the best of both concepts into a new hybrid option

• Present Sweetwater / Harbor designs for public input at 3rd workshop in June 

• Refine schematics to obtain Coastal Development Permits in the fall
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Thank You!

For further information regarding Harbor & Sweetwater 
Park please visit

www.portofsandiego.org/chulavistabayfront


