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AGENDA ITEM 11 
SAN DIEGO UNIFIED PORT DISTRICT 

DATE: September 1, 2009 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING STAFF TO APPLY FOR A $23 MILLION 
AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009, 
TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT GENERATING ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY, "TIGER DISCRETIONARY GRANT" FOR 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS AT THE TENTH AVENUE AND 
NATIONAL CITY MARINE TERNMINALS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009. The ARRA appropriated $1.5 billion for a 
Supplemental Discretionary Grants program for capital investments in surface 
transportation infrastructure. These grants are to be awarded on a competitive basis 
for surface transportation projects that will have a significant impact on the nation, a 
metropolitan area, or a region. The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has 
named this program the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery 
(TIGER) "TIGER Discretionary Grants". This is a $2 billion nationwide grant of which 
approximately $300 million is estimated to be allocated to projects in California. The 
Board's approval of this agenda item authorizes the District's application for $23 million 
under this program. The application deadline is September 15, 2009. If the grant is 
awarded to the District, future Board action would be required to accept the grant. The 
grant requires that all grant funds must be obligated under contracts by September 30, 
2011. 

If awarded and accepted, the grant funds would be used by the District to finance 
marine terminal enhancements, which Include several projects at the Port's two cargo 
marine terminals. These would create additional storage capacity, improve cargo flow, 
enhance military load-out operations, improve safety, and increase overall cargo 
terminal efficiency. Transportation modes enhanced by the projects are trucking, rail, 
and maritime. The Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal (TAMT) enhancements include: 
demolition of underutilized assets and paving to increase open storage capacity; related 
office relocation; and a new truck scale to improve cargo movements. The National 
City Marine Terminal (NCMT) enhancements include: road closures and paving to 
increase storage capacity, as well as rail expansion to enhance military load-out and 
improve cargo movements. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Resolution Authorizing Staff to Apply for a $23 Million American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery 
Discretionary Grant for Infrastructure Improvements at the Tenth Avenue and National 
City Marine Terminals. 

San Diego Unified Port District Board Meeting - September 1, 2009 




